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RECOMMENDED TO THE 


Conſideration of all ſuch as are to be diſqualified by it, 


The FARMERS, FREEHOLDERS, 


A ND 


Every HonesT MAN in the Kingdom of England. 


3 -— th 


Brethren, Friends, Countrymen and Felloru- Subjects, 


IV hat I intend now to ſay to you is next to your Duty to God, and 


the Care of your Par x4 of the greateſt Concern to your ſelves 
and your Children. — Therefore I do moſt earneſtly exhort you, 
as Men, as Chriflians, as Parents, as Lovers of your Coun- 
try, to read this Paper with the utmeſt Aitcation, or get it 
read to you by others. It is a great Fault among you, that when 
a Perſon writes with no other Intention than to do you good, 
you will not be at the Pains to read his Advices, — However, 1 


cannot but warn you—of the maniſeſ Deſtruction before your 


Eyes, if you do not behave yourſelves as you ought. 
Sw1FT's Drapier's Letters, 


* 
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ICA. 
Printed and Publiſhed by J. Crouſe for the Author; 


AN D 


Sold by T. Knowles, behindghe Chapter-Houſe, St. Paul's 


Church-Turd, Londen, 
MpccLx111, 


By a Perſon without Eyes from his Birth. - 
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OM few Years ago, Propoſals were 
io WE handed about in various Parts of 
| the Kingdom, inviting the People 
| to petition the Parliament for a' 
Law to reduce the Number of Dogs ; under 
the ſpecious Pretence of the great Nuiſance 
ſuch a Multitude of them were to Travellers; 
and of the great Danger from their ſo frequent- 
ly going mad: But unluckily for the humane 
_ conſiderate Authors of this Propoſal, it was 
blabb'd by ſome of their Party, that the main 
Deſign thereof, was tv introduce a Clauſe that 
ſhould prevent the greateſt Part of the ſporting 
Gentry from killing any Game at all. The 
People i in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom taking 
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the Alarm, and beginning to enter into \ little 
Aﬀociations, in order to oppoſe ſuch an oppreſ- 
five Meaſure, and à general Election being at 
hand, the principal Abettors of it thought pro- 
per to let it fall: A War breaking out ſoon 
after, it has lain dormant till now; when 
they think the Legiſlator has little elle to do, 
than change the Name of one Booby for that 
of another, and gratify the Vanity of a few 
little Baſhaws at the Expence of the Bulk of 
the People. That the Projectors of the 
Scheme would embrace the firſt Opportunity 
of reviving it, was forſeen, and foretold in 
ſome ſpirited Pamphlets, publiſhed at that 
time; and the Event ſhews they were hot miſ- 
Aen. However I will not aſſert that any 
Man of real conſequence is concerned in the 
preſent Scheme, tho”. poſſibly there may; or 
if there are not, when theſe Yaps-ſhall inform 
them that ſuch a Thing will bear with the 
People, it is to be feared 700 many would be 
ready to adopt it. However it is certain ſome 
Country Squires are very buſy in propagating 
a Report, that a Bill will be brought into the 
Houſe, next Seſſions, to lay a heavy Tax 
| upon Dogs, and treble the Qualifications of 
men. Some few of them indeed judge 

it would be better to make all Kinds of Game 
2 rea; ſa that a Man ſhould only be 

| tranſported 
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tramſportel for che firſt Offence: e 


inclined to believe that in regard to the Equity 
and Utility of ſuch a Law, the Parliament may 


prefer' it to the Tax. The People of this 
Country, who are Strangers to fuch ſhocking 


Laws, will hardly believe it poffible, that any 
thing ſo vile, ſhould enter into the Heart of 


Man; but if they reflect, that human Nature 


zs is in all — pretty much the ſame ; 
that it is the different Forms of Government, 


which / conflitute' the various Tempers and 


Fabitudes of different People; and that Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion break the Spirit and ſtu- 
pify the Mind of Man; they will not wonder 


at being told, ſuch Laws are common in alf 
arbitrary Governments. In maſt, if not all 


the Kingdoms, little Principalities, Biſhop» 
ricks, and footy Dukedoms of our neighbour 


Country,” Germany, it is death, or the Loſs of 
a Limb, ' for any private Perſon to kill a Hare, 
Pariridow, or any other Game. And not only 


. the Game, but the People themſelves, are the 
great Men, who have the ab- 


Property of the 
ſolute Diſpoſal of the Lives and Properties of 
all their Subjects. As to ſubſtantial Farmers, 


and Men of ſmall Eſtates, there are no ſuk 


Things in the Country. The beſt of the com- 
mon People fare more hardly than our 
W and * * entailed 
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ture for killing a Hare The. Crime of a Hawke 
dra Weaſlel One might venture to ſſert, 


; that there j 15 n Country in Europe where 


0 4. hk 
upon them by the. Nature of their Govern- 
ment: For their Soil being naturally fertile, 


i 29 Eats capable of becoming a Coun» 
try as populous and as happy as our own. But 


| ſuch 1s the Pride and lavage Spirit of its great 


Mien, that they prefer a large Waſte of Cauny 
try, called Foreſt, peopled with wild Beaſt | 


and Game, and a few miſerable Slaves to look 
pier then, to the God - like Satisfaction of be- 

vg loved ang eſteemed among a free and nu 
—.— ; People, abgunging;in.all the Conveni- - 


| ences, and many of the. Elegancics of ;Eife, 


And it is the fame Kind of Spirit that prompts 


the Malevalence of all. thoſe Wretches-am 


vs, who would hang or enflave a Fellom - Crea 


dame is eſtabliſhed = Property, or cven where 
en of large. grtunes! have 8 cluſive Right 
to hunt and fill it, in xchich the People are not 


. Slaves ; 3 a Circumſtance wthcient; ons would 


think, to rouſe the happy; Eeople of this Coun» 


try, to vindicate themſelves to Poſterity, againſt | 


ſuch odioys and dangerous Incroachments, . as 
Fither of the Laws abovementioned would be 
on the Freedom of: the Conſtitution. There 
ean be ng Reaſon afligned,, yhy any Man, or 
Body of Nen ſhould be entiplies with any _ 
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of Power or Advantage over their. Fellow- 
Subjects, but ſuch as is ſtrictly compatible 
with the Good and Welfare of thoſe who be- 
ftow it; chat is, the People by whoſe Conſent 
all Laws are ſuppoſed to be made. What a 
Grievance would it be to a Man of a ſmall Ef- 
tate, of fifty or ſixty Pounds a Year, for In- 
ſtance ; to have it lie (as very many ſuch Ex. 
een lie) in the midſt of a large one, belong- 
ing to a Man who keeps à great Quantity of 
Same? Let it be conſidered what Damage he 
muſt ſuſtain, by four or five Hundred Brace 
of Hares, and other Game in Proportion, plan- 
ted all around him. If it be replied, that 
| when hey come upon his. Premiſes, they, be- 
coming his Property, he may kill them: But 
how? Will ſhooting, courſing or ſnareing, 
maintain his Family ? eſpecially as he muſt not 


fell what he gets? Or if this were allowed, it 


might happen to bea difagreeable Emlpoy; nay, 
even his Averſion. Why then let him ſell the 
Gentleman his Eſtate, Ves! that's what he 
wants; and whatever Reluctance the poor 
Man may have to part with his Inheritance, he 
muſt comply, at any Price, or be quite un- 
done. What they want, is, to turn out all the 
little Owners, and if this Act ever paſſes, it 
Ls be no o had. mow to PI the Boſineſs, 
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FRe on the Plan of the printed Propoſals, 
every Greyhound, and Lurcher, ſhall pay 


quarterly, ten Shillings; each Pointer, five 
Shillings; each Spaniel, five Shillings 5 every 


cur Dog, two Shillings ; each Pack of Hounds 


eight Pounds ; and tho" not in the printed Plan 
it is in the Heads and Hearts of the Abettorsof . 
it, to ſuffer no Man of leſs than three Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year in noma to er- any 


young oy at all. 
W ITE Reſpect to this la Cauſe; Tam not 


able to aſcertain the Proportion that the Num- 


ber of Men diſqualifted by this Act, will bear 
to thoſe who have more than three Hundred 


Ponnds a Year ; however 1 it 18 evident the Dif 


proportion is, very great. I have heard Sr 


Robert Walpole ſhould ſay, there are not a 


Thouſand Men in England of a Thouſand 


Pounds a Lear in Land: As it is likely he did 


not ſpeak this at Random, it ſhews the Number 
of ſmall Eſtates to be vaſtly greater than chat 


of large ones; and let any Man who is deſirous 


of being further ſatisfied, reckon up the Num- 
ber of diſtinct Properties, within the Circle of 
his Neighbourhood, and Sir Robert's C Obſerya- 


yo wan not gg N pho, HY g 
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Ir i be conſidered, that every Member wat 
Society, has an equal Claim to the Security of 
its Laws, for the peaceable Enjoyment of 
Rights pertaining to his Station; and that Men 

of ſmall Fortunes are equally happy in the 

Poſſeſſion of their petty Privileges, with thoſe 
' who enjoy the greateſt ; it muſt ſurely be un- 
| juſt to deprive them of the whole, or any Part 
of ſuch Poſſeſſion. And, fairly, I think it 
cannot be done, in the preſent Inſtance ; for 
this will be a Money Bill, and as ſuch the pe- 
culiar Buſineſs of the - lower Houſe, which is 
ſuppoſed to confiſt of Perſons choſen by the 
Majority of the, People, to provide for, and 
take Care of the Welfare of the whole. Now 
with what Kind of Effrontery can a Parcel of 
mere country Squires, ſolicit the Repreſenta- 
tives of their Country to betray. the Confidence 
repoſed in them. by the greater Part of their 
Conſtituents, in Favour of a few Miſcreants, 
who fancy ſomething like a divine Right in 
the moſt uſeleſs Members of Society, to oppreſs 
and - plunder every one who is good for any 
- Thing ; ; that is, all ſuch who want wherewith 
all to live to no Purpoſe ? As to the Nobility 
and Members of the Houſe of Commons, they 
being, generally ſpeaking, Men of large For- 
tunes, are by Virtue of theſe, and their Privi- 
leges, in no need of ſuch a Law to keep their 
Neighbours 


| | Keighbodes at a resin Diftance 1 
| deed the Laws now in cats 
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ent to enable any Perſon, who has a large Efs 
tate, to preſerve as much Gam as he can with. 
And were it not” a piteous and hard Caſe, for 
the Men of ſmall Eſtates, reſpettable Tradeſ- 
men, &. of England, to ſtand! im Awe of 
every. narrow ſoul Wretch; with-the Head of 


2 Fallow-chandler, Breeches-maker, or Valet 


de Chamber, becauſe, forſsothz- he is dubbed 
his Worthip, and boafts himſelf one of the 
Quorum ? As the Caſe now ſtands at preſent; 
no honeſt Man of common Prudence, needs 
be unger the leaſt Fear of any litle Tyrant 
Neighbour, on account of his being in the 
Commiſſion of the Peace; but by tlie Increaſe 
ef penal Laws, ſtick Tools of their Makers 
may become really formidable. It Has lately 
appeared that a K— s Mr with the 
Warrant of a p -I. y of Se; 
cannot with Impunity enter the Houſe, or ſeize 
the Perſon of an innocent Subject, tho" but 2 

Journeyman Printer. And ought the Bulk f 
the People of this free Country to be reduced to 


live in a ſervile Fear, of the worſt Kind; of 


the worſt Authority, to which Mankind were 


ever ſubject, an Ariſlocraey of Juſtices of the - 


Peace 2 To be broken on a Wheel withifl a 
Whee! To be dhe Slave of Shaver? Nov 
Scotland 
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Scotland is enlarged from its Villainage, are 
we to be ſaddled with it > Theſe Foals cannet 
ſee that their own Freedom and Welfare de- 
pends upon that of the People; that in a fu- 
ture Reign (for at preſent, to be ſure, all is ag 
it ſhould be) ſome wicked Miniſter abuſing 
the Power of his Office, after he has by ſuch 
Tools as we are ſpeaking of, ſapped the Vitals 


of this excellent Conſtitution, may in Diſap- 


pointment of their better Hopes, and Defiance 
of his better Promiſes, refuſe to let ſuch Inſtru- 
ments of his Iniquity, ſhare with him in the 
Spoils of their Country, which he would chuſe 
rather to employ in fattening the People of 
his own Village, and grant them no other Fa- 
vour, than the Act of a Turkiſh Baſhaw, in 
being the laſt that are ſtript; and left to retire 
with thoſe to whoſe Ruin they had contributed, 

among Mountains, Heaths and Moraſſes, there 
to Trarve upon Oatmeal and Churn-milk. 


Ix the Bill in | Gueſtion gat into a Law, it 
will render the little Magiſtrates more formida- 
ble to the Liberties of the People, than a ſtand- 
ing Army of forty Thouſand Men would be; 
for any Miniſter, fo diſpoſed, might, by means 
of ſuch a Number of dependant Miſcreants a5 

4 * could at any Time create for the Purpoſe, 

: ©  ' demolifh 
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- demoliſh our Freedom, even with the Sado 
cl our qwn Conſent. , Boll wel 
"ran I hear ſome one of the . 
aſk, Who made this Fellow a Judge of theſe 
Matters? It may be replyed, if he is one, God 
Almighty; who, it is five to one, has been 
leſs indulgent to his Worſhip. But, Sir, altho 
. your Underſtanding is more properly adapted 
to the Adjuſtment of Pariſh Accounts, and the 
* of the Roads; yet with a hand- 
ſome Meaſure of painful Attention; together 
. with the Aſſiſtance of ſuch Mallets as this, you 
may be able to comprehend a little 3 
of theſe Things; perhaps enough to convince 
you, that when you have helped to load me 
like an Afs, you yourſelf will be forced to take 
up your Burden and follow. 5 


Bur 1 have the people 25 this Kingdom 
done, that they ſhould be abridged i in any of 
their Rights and Privileges? Is it imagined 
that their Spirit is broken, by the Poverty in- 
curred thro their noble and generous Support 
of the late expenſive, tho' glorious War? And 
chat this is the Time to reduce that petulant 
ppirit of Liberty and Independancy, ſo univer- 


5 prevailing among the footy Gentry 
| 7 | through- 


throug hout this Nation, as well as in this ſau- 
op Patrphlet ? An odd Kind of Reaſon this, 


for ſuch Proceeding, yet theſe Caterpillars of 


national Freedom, would be put to it to pro- 
duce a better. Perhaps they will alledge that 
the little Sportſmen have abuſed their Power; 
and that ſuch a Law would greatly encreaſe 

the Quantity of Game. Such Arguments are 


ſcarce worth replying to; but thus far I will 


condeſcend to ſay, that if their own Powers had 
been taken away when they firſt abuſed them, I 


ſhould have had no Occaſion to trouble the : 


Public, or myſelf, with any Thing of this 


Kind. And let any one determine whether, if 


the two cannot ſubſiſt together, it be not better 


co ſacrifice the Preſervation of the Game, . L 


175 Preſervation of Liberty. 


bs | INTEND this little Pamphlet, only as a 
few Hints to abler Heads, whoſe Boſom, warm 
as my own with the Love of Liberty and their 
Country, ſhall glow in the Front of its domeſ- 
tic Foes, to no leſs Purpoſe, tho with the 
Weapons of Truth and Eloquence alone, than 
our brave Warriors have lately done, againſt its 
perfidious foreign Enemies; and it will be 
d——d hard if the Affair is not as well finiſhed 
as that was, nn. !“ 
N Now 
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Now let us deſcend from the Cauſe of Liz 
berty in the larger Senſe, to that of the Proper, 
ty and Convenience of ſmaller Matters. With 
reſpect to the few People who will be diſquali- 
fied by this Act, 1 will venture to aſſert, that 
their Number is five to one at leaſt of thoſe who 
will remain qualified; and he muſt be a Man 
of very little Obſervation, who is ignorant that 
the middle Sort of People of this Country, are 
as happy in the Poſſeſſion of an Hundred or 


Tw O Pounds a Vear, as thoſe of the largeſt 


Fortunes appear to be. And if the Privilege 


of Sporting. is of any real Value to either of 
- them;' it is of the moſt to him who uſes it only 


as a Diverſion, in the vacant Hours of Buſi- 
neſs; ſo that to deprive. him of ſuch a Quantity 
of uſeful Pleaſute, is to deſtroy five Degrees of 
Happineſs for one ; and u on what Plea can 
this be done? Is a private an of one or two 

Thouſand Pounds a Year in Land, of more 
Uſe to his Country, by ſpending his Income 
and his time, upon Horſes; Dogs, Equipage, 
a luxurous Fable, &c. than all the Farmers 
who occupy his Eftate ? Let us weigh them. 


One Man farms five Hundred | Pounds a Year ; : 


by his Stock, Skill and Induſtry, he could 
make four times his Rent; which is circulating 


vo Thouſand Pounds a Year ; and in daing 


this 


1 4 
this he will uſefully employ,” and coinfortably 
maintain, four times the Number of People, 
that the neat Rent ef his Farm, will enable 
his Landlord to do, in Idleneſs and Folly. I 
need not go any further. Now a Man that 
has a hundred Pounds a Year in Land, is al- 
ways ſuppoſed able to ſtock ſuch a Farm; and 
the Generality of thoſe who do not employ it 


that way, are engaged in ſome other uſeful 
Occupation; the &a[t of which will ſurely. 


make him of one fifth: Part of that Value to 


the Common-Wealth, which ſuch a Man of 
Fortune can be ſuppoſed to be. As for thoſe 
Gentlemen who are conſpieuous by their Rank 
in Life, Integrity, ſuperior Abilities, and en- 
tire Readineſs in the diſintereſted Service of 


their Country, even in the Capacity of a Juſtice: 


of the Peace, no Part of this Pamphlet has. 


the leaſt Reference; and few: Things would 
give me more Pain, than any Way to givg 
them Offence. I am not ignorant that many 
of the moſt valuable Men, ſome of the firſt 
Rank and moſt reſpectable Characters in the 
Kingdom, are frequently in the Commiſfion. 
of the Peace; for ſuch, I profeſs the moſt 
diſtant Reſpect and — No, the Gene 
tlemen I mean, are, properly, Country Squires, 

whaſe Heads and whoſe | Hearts never reach 


beyond 
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the Hundred they act in; unleſs iu 
ſuch Affairs as the Dog Act. Here and there, 
one of thoſe. have, what is called, a regular 
Education; but who does not know, that if 
you paint a Poſt an Inch thick, it is a Poſt ſtill. 
And if they go from the Univerſity to France, 
what do they bring home with them, beſides 
forne curious Diſtinctions betwixt Gentlemen 
and Tradeſmen, ſome hi gh-flown Notions of 
well-bred Honour; and the great Uſe of Du- 
elling, which they moſt courageouſſy declaim 
upon, to their Wives and Booby Companions, 
but would as ſoon ſee the Devil, as the Point 
of another Man's Sword? And were it not 
hard, very hard, that a Set of as uſeful Men, as 
moſt are in the Kingdom, ſhould in their In- 
tereſts; or Pleaſures, be ſacrificed to the Pride, 
Inſolence and brutal Deſpotiſm of a few Crea- 
tures, who if they were tranſported to the 
Moon, would be no otherwiſe miſſed than a 
foul Day would be this Harveſt Time. I know 
they itch to crowd in a Word or two here; 
and to pleaſe the poor Creatures III do it for 
them. Pray does not all the boaſted Utility of 
the Farmers, properly, ultimately belong to 
us? No. Not even that of your own Tenants. 
They occupy your Eftates by a mutual Con- 
tract: 10 it they Pay their Rents, and per- 


form 


161259 


PIER their Covenants, you are rather obliged to 
them than they to you. As to the outward Re- 
ſpe& and Diſtance they are wont to ſhew you, 
aublcls youhayedonethem ſomeparticularFriend- 
"ip, it is but the 70:4 they render to every 
other man, who wears a laced Coat; tho' it 
does not unfrequently happen, that you are the 
Dupes of it. You know, and they know, if 
vou keep your Farms in your own Hands, you 
make nothing of them; and if you take them 
from one Sct of Tenants, you mult let them to. 
.another: They alſo know that if you could 
ſupport your Pride and Luxury, or feed your 
Avarice without them, they might ſtarve and 
be . Therefore give yourſelves no further 
Airs. The Body of Farmers are infinitely 
more valuable than any Body of Gentlemen, 
who deſire and endeavour t to n them. 


Ir is evident the „ Tendeney 
ſuch a Law as the Dog Act would have upon 
Public Liberty, muſt equally effect the whole 
People; and the Inhabitants of the Country, 
are not the only Part of the Nation, which 
would feel the lence of it. The citi- 
Zens of all the great Towns in the Kingdom, 
. more eſpecially of the Metropolis, muſt becon- 

| | tent 
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cent to ap — their own 


+ Safe okay is eat at 4 Tables of Hh 


Nobility and Members of Parliament, perhaps 


three Parts in four of the Game that is uſed 
there, come as Preſents from Friends in the 


5 Country, who, by the Dog-Act would be diſ- 


qualified; and it would be no ſmall Mortifica- 
tion to thoſe wealthy ſenſible Merchants and 
Tradeſmen, to looſe in their good humoured 
ſocial Chriſtmas Meetings, the uſual Pleaſure 
of regaling on a Hare, Pheaſant, or Partridge; 
while a little Country Squire, whoſe higheſt 
Merit, even in his own Eſtimation, perhaps is 
the being a good Shot, half maintains his Fa- 
mily with them. It does Honour to the City 
of London that its leading Men have ever 
ſhewn the moſt tenacious Regard to the Inter- 
eſt and Happineſs of all its People ; and it is 
Hoped they will not onthis Occafion, forget that 


nothing ever gave a certain ſet of Men more pain, 


than the Coach Loads of Game, they, during 
the ſporting Seaſon, weekly receive from all 
Parts of the Country. And they may believe, 


that from this Circumſtance, gel ſprung that 


Bitterneſs of Heart, that would make it Felony 
in an unqualified Perſon to kill any. 


As 
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As I have made rather free with the ſmall 
| country gentlemen, it is but decent and juſt to 
acknowledge ſome few amongſt them, to be 
Men of Senſe and Candour. But if they were 
all ſuch, the ſame Objections would lie againſt 
any Enlargement of the Power of the private 
Magiſtrates ; for it has never yet been found, 
that People's Virtue bore a regular Proportion 
to their Underſtanding ; and it has been the 
Opinion of Men much experienced in the 
World, that few are without their Price. But 
if five in ten of the little Country Gentlemen, 
could poſſibly be ſuppoſed Men of good Senſe 
and inflexible Probity, {till thoſe in Office are 
liable to be removed at Pleaſure, and to have 
their Places filled up with ſuch as would do 
whatever they were bid. Which is, one would 
think, ſufficient to engage every Man of com- 
mon Senſe, who has the leaſt Regard to the 
Freedom and Welfare of his Country, againſt 
a Meaſure that would ſo much encreaſe mini- 
ſterial Influence. When the delegated Power 
of Juſtices is confined to the Purpoſes for which 
it was originally deſigned, viz. the Preſervati- 
on of Peace and good Order, &c. it renders 
their Perſons reſpectable; but when they ſhew 
2 3 Thirſt for more than the Law has 
LF. given 
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- given them, or than it is fit they fhould be en- 


truſted with, they become Objects of Co 
and Averſion. The very Shadow of Tyranny, 5 
even a Wiſb expreſſed, to have Power in any | 
Reſpect * which the Law has not 

given over a Fellow / Subject in a free Country, 
naturally incurs Reſentment and Diſlike. I 

know a Man of large Fortune, of as many ami. 
able Qualities in ſocral Lafe, and as much uſe- 
ful Knowledge, as any private Gentleman in 
the Kingdom, who has been bated thro a 
great Part of a lung Life, by all his Neighbour- 

hood, except ſuch as ſubſiſted on his Benevo- 


lence and extenſive Charity ; only for ſhewing 


a Deſire of keeping the little Sportſmen at a 


greater Diſtance from him, than he had a 


Right to do, and committing a few. idle Fel- 
lows to Priſon for a Month or ſo, Who would 
voluntarily have ſuffered ten times as much, 
for the Amends he afterwards made them. If 
an arbitrary Spirit, ſhewn on a few provoking 
Occaſions, ſoftened by ſuch numerous and 


Sreat Virtues, can outweigh them all, how 


muſt their Neighbours deteſt ſuch as are total- 
ly void of every amiable Quality, and almoſt 
every Virtue, fave what feeds their Pride and 


Luxury ; ; and are, in every Inſtance where 


they 
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they dare ſhew it haughty and i imperious ag 
the Devil ; mortified, however, at the fame 
time, with the conſcious littleneſs, or rather 


nothingneſs, of their aſſumed Importance. 


I cannot but ſeem ſtrange, that thoſe Men 
ſhould, with ſo much incautious Rudeneſs, 
declare themſelves Advocates for this Law, in 
Preſence of thoſe who are to be diſqualified by it; 


and whoſe unpoliſhed Reſentment may chance 


to diſappoint their ſtudied Skill, in the nice 
Punctilio of Honour, by breaking that Safety 
to their ſweet Perſons, their Covert-Way of - 
"os 8 1 Affronts invariably aims at. 
| * 

I snovLD a little farther Notiee of the 
the particular Clauſes of the printed Plan of 
the Dog- Act; as their extream Abſurdity 


would make a ſerious Diſcuſſion of them ridi= - 


culous. But it may not be amiſs to obſerve, 
as the Qualifications ſtand at preſent, they have 
the like good Effect upon the Induſtry of the 
People of the Country, that the Proſpect of 
* Honour and a Commiſſion has upon the com- 
mon Men of an Army; and it is more fre- 
quent that a Countryman who has very little 
to begin with, by great Induſtry gets where- 


withal to N an Eſtate of an H undred 
| | Pounds 
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Pounds a Vear in Land, than that a common 
Soldier obtains the more ſubſtantial Object of 
his Ambition. And what Satisfaction ſuch 
People have, in being Men of a Hundred a 
Vear, you may know as well by their Cheeks, 
as by thoſe of a Breeches-Maker or Tallow- 
Chandler, what Pride he takes in being an 
Alderman or Country Juſtice ; and altho' they 


are ſtill Clowns and Apron Men, it ſometimes 


happens that the ſame Kind of Emulation 
which advanced them into Men of Subſtance 
and Coxcombs, produces in their Children 
Men of Senſe and Gentlemen, 


I WOULD not be underſtood to uſe this laſt 
Circumſtance as much to my Purpoſe ; al I 


mean by the whole Paragraph 1 is to ſhew, that 
every the meaneſt Man in the Kingdom is U- 


able to be a Sufferer by the Dog Act; but 
what ought to be greatly to the Purpoſe, is, 


"that in their Poſterity atleaſt, even the greateſt 


Men may be ſuch, For who, conſidering 
the Inſtability of all human Affairs, can be aſ- 
fured, that none of his Deſcendants, thro” the 
unavoidable Event of undeſerved Misfortunes, 
ſhall be reduced to a Level with thoſe they thus 
endeavoured to enſlave? But as it is not very 


likely, ſuch remote Conſequences as theſe, 
wall 


84 

will have much weight with our little Country 
Gentlemen, he who wiſhes to reclaim them, 
muſt have recourſe to more cogent Arguments, 
and treat them, as ſome Men find it convenient 
to manage themſelves, by oppoſing their dem- 
pered Paſſions, with other ſtrong Inclinations, 
in order to weaken and bring them back under 

the Power of Reaſon. When the People of 
this Country ſhall be moved to ſhew they have 
a juſt eſtimation of the Value of their Liberties 
and Privileges, and that they will not tamely 
take the Bit in their Mouth; the Career of 
theſe ambitious and ill-deſigning Men will be 
at an End, Some Diſeaſes will yield only to 
harſh Remedies ; and the factious Spirit of 
theſe petty Tyrants being evidently one of 


them, it is hoped that every candid and inge- 


nuous Man, will excuſe the rough Treatment 
herein applied, If there are any well-meaning 
ſenſible Men, among the Advocates for the 
Dog-Act, miſlead thereto, thro' Inattention and 
a good natured Complacency to ſome Neigh- 
bours, whoſe Eſtates oblige them to viſit the 
Owners, I moſt ſincerely ask their Pardon 
for the reſt, I only regret my Inability to paint 
them in Colours, dark as their Underſtandings 
and Diſpoſitions. | 
5 Arn 
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AR all, if the Legiſlator ſhall think pro« 
per to lighten the Burthens of the People, in 


Articles leſs eaſy to be born, a large Sum of 


Money might undoubtedly be raiſed by a Fax 
upon Dogs; but to anſwer this End, the Plan 
of it muſt be very different from the printed 

one heretofore mentioned ; For one Shilling 

upon cur Dogs and Yaps would raiſe four times 

as much as eight would do, and twenty ſhil- 
lings upon a Greyhound or Lurcher, twice as 

much as forty, And why ſhould not a Pointer 

or Spaniel pay as much as a Greyhound ? And 

a Pack of Hounds bear ſome Sort of Proporti- 


on to other ſporting Dogs? or why ſhould aMan's 


paying eight Pounds a Year for perhaps fifty 
Couple of Hounds, exempt him paying for all 
other Dogs? Such flagrant Partialities are in- 
famous, and ſpeak the Authors of them Men 
of unconftitutional Principles, whoſe Views 
have no Relation to the Public Good, but are 
altogether ſelfiſh, ſordid and tyrannical.—And 
ſuch a Tax ought to be collected, as the Win- 
dow or Land Tax, by Pariſh Officers; other- 
wiſe it would be infinitely more odious, than 
the exceptionable Clauſe of the Cyder Bill, as 
it would affect all Parts of the Kingdom ; and 
every Man's Houle, which has hitherto been 
{777% 1 1 


| 7 23 q 
| by the Lin itſelf eſteemed his Caſtle, would 


be as muc h expoſed to Exciſemen, as Malt- 


Offices and Brewhouſes. But it is much to be 
be feared that however well ſuch a Law might 
be deſigned and framed by the Legiſlator, the 
Men who firſt propoſed it, being thoſe we have 
been ſpeaking of, would ſome how or other 
| pervert it to their own vile Purpoſes. And 
therefore it will be hardly deemed ſufficient 
to alarm my Fellow-Subjefts with its dange- 
rous tendency ; unleſs I point out ſome Me- 
thod to prevent its being carricd into Execution. 
It is a thing frequently practiſed when the 
People of any County, Shire, or Corpo- 

ration, apprehend a Law propoſed to be e- 
nacted, will be detrimental to ſuch County, 
Shire or Corporation ; for the leading Men 
thereof to meet and formwritten Inſtructions for 
their Repreſentatives, relative to the Affair, 
which are delivered as the Senſe of the Body of 
their Conſtituents. This is a plain and eaſy Me- 
thod which, if the deſired Redreſs is compatible 

with the public Good, ſeldom 11 of Succeſs. 
compatible with the Secutity of Fe greater Part 
of the Nation, in their Liberties, Privileges and 
Properties, as from the above Conſiderations it 
certainly appears to be; there is no Doubt that 
ſuch 
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ſuch Inſtructions, from the Freeholders of be- 


twixt one and three Hundred Pounds a Year, 


would be as well received by the Repreſenta- 


tives of the ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, as if 
they came immediately from the Grand Juries, | 
&c. and have as good an Effect in the Houſe. 
All the Difficulty lies in getting ſuch Inſtructi- 
ons properly executed. For it is not very likely 
that the principal Gentlemen in the ſeveral Di- 
viſions of the Kingdom, will concern themſelves 

in the Affair. Nor can the whole collective 


Body of Freeholders, with any tolerable Con- 


venience, act in it. But if ſuch Men as would 


be diſqualified by the Law, or by Reaſon of the 


Expence of the Tax, be obliged in common 
Prudence to part with their Dogs, were to un- 


dertake and ſet about it in earneſt, the Difficul- 
ties would vaniſh of themſelves. Nor could 


ſuch Inſtructions fail of being as well received, 
and as much regarded, as if preſented by the 
principal Men of the Counties. And why not? 
It were a Proceeding altogether ju Fs Baie 


3 


juſtified by a thouſand Precedents. And if the 


Colonels and Captains of a Regiment refufe 


do advance, and the Lieutenants and Enſigns 


lead the Men to the Breach, ought not theſe 
to be reſpected as Colonels 8 Captains? But 
| all 
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Number of Names at the Bottom. Let not 


any one imagine there is the leaſt Indecency 
or Preſumption in offering Inſtructions of this 
Kind; for it is the Part of the People to take 
Care that their Members are acquainted with 
all ſuch important Concerns, as lie within the 


Province of ſerving them; and it is expected of 
them, and not only to be acquainted, but to 


be reminded of ſuch Particulars alſo. They 


know that it is incumbent upon them to be re- 
gardful of the Intereſts of all their Conſtituents, 

and of the whole People. The ſingle Vote of 
a Man of the largeſt Fortune, tells for no more 
than that of the leaſt Elector. Let the Men 
of Rank and Fortune enjoy their Dignities and 

Riches, with all the reaſonable Advantages 
ariſing from them, and welcome; but every 
Man has an equal Right to the Protection of 


the Laws and the Legiſlator; and when he is 


aggrieved, to apply for Redreſs. And ſurely, 
the collective Body of the People, may be 
allowed to acquaint its Ambaſſadors, with any 
Thing it eſteems eſſential to its Welfare ; and 
5 expect to be as much regarded, as any or all 


the Grand Juries in the Kingdom, I do not 
herein 
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all che Reaſon in the World would not mos 
effectually recommend the Deputies and 
their Rolls of Inſtructions, than the formidable 
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chooſe to act in an Affair, in which the great- 


be no Queſtion of the People's s Right to appoint 
others to do it. And, in this Inſtance, their 
not doing it, or fomething which will anſwer 
the like Purpoſe, cannot but be attended with. 


defend my Country. 


I cannot tell what you 1 other Men 


. Thinkof this Life; but for my ſingle * 
1 had as lief not be, as live to be 


in Awe 4 . T 95 as I myſelf. 
5 SHakEsPEARE. 
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herein intend the leaſt Diſreſpe to the Gentlez 0 


men of Grand Juries, or any other Perſon 
whatever, But if the Men of Fortune do not 


er Part of the People are intereſted, there can 


moſt, if not all the bad Conſequences hereto- 2 
fore mentioned; from which may the great 
Gop of LIE and FREEDOM to the lateſt Ages 
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